
June 29, 2020 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, peace to you in our Lord Jesus Christ!  

As we prepare to celebrate Independence Day on the 4th of July for the United States, let us 

continue to be in prayer for country, for the elected leaders of our country and for one another. 

Let us also keep in prayer those who are still struggling to realize what the first leaders of our 

country stated, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 

they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

On Friday, June 26, the County judge for Harris County, Lina Hidalgo, raised the alert level for 

Harris County to red. Under this threat level people are urged to: 

• Stay home, unless you need to make trips to the grocery store for food and medicine 

• Avoid and cancel all gatherings of any size 

• Practice special precautions to prevent spread if you're an essential 
worker. (https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus) 

• All vulnerable individuals (65+ or with pre-existing health conditions) stay home 

• Self-quarantine for 14 days if in close and prolonged contact with someone who has tested 
positive with COVID-19 

• Wear face coverings to protect others 

• Avoid non-essential business and personal travel 

• Avoid public transportation where possible 

• Cancel visits to nursing homes, long term care facilities, and hospitals 

• Avoid and cancel all indoor and outdoor gatherings, including concerts, rodeos, large 
sporting events, etc. Schools and after-school activities for youth close, as directed by 
educational authorities 

Cardinal Archbishop DiNardo sent a memo out to the pastors on Friday noting that the status 

for the parishes in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston has not changed. Our churches 

remain open for Masses at 25% capacity, though he urges people to take precautions proper to 

themselves and their own health needs. He repeated that the obligation for attending Sunday 

Mass remains suspended at this time. Therefore, if someone does not feel safe attending Mass, 

they should plan on “attending” Mass virtually from their homes.  

I would like to add, that though you may be at home watching Mass, before the celebration 

begins, please spend time in prayer to spiritually prepare yourself. We publish digital worship 

aids so that you can follow the music, etc. in your homes. Follow the posture of prayer as well. 

When we stand, you stand. When we sit, you sit. When we kneel, you kneel. As holy 

Communion is being distributed, pray the prayer for the reception of Spiritual Communion and 

https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus


pray that the Holy Spirit continue to strengthen us all so that we may get through this difficult 

time.  Finally, think about how you are dressed. Think of yourself as “attending” Mass. 

Therefore, wear appropriate clothes in order to assist yourself to “feel” like you are attending 

the holy sacrifice of the Mass as much as possible.  

As a result of the increased threat level, I have asked our pastoral staff to not have in-person 

meetings with anyone for the next two weeks. Our buildings remain closed for public or 

ministry meetings as well. The offices are open, however, with the above restrictions. If you 

need to call the parish offices or email a staff person, feel free to do so. 

Beginning July 6, we will be inviting people to sign up, again, for prayer in the church. Though 

the Blessed Sacrament will not be exposed in the monstrance at this time, we do believe that 

prayer is important and helps us and our world on our on-going journey. Our church has been 

open for private prayer for weeks now beginning at 9 a.m. until 9 p.m. daily. If you would like to 

sign up for an hour of prayer, we invite you to sign up on our Adoration website. For more 

information please contact Greg Bower (gregbower44@gmail.com) if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

May the Lord continue to bless you and your families in abundance. 

 

Rev. James Burkart, Pastor 
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