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STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Loving God, I come to you in thanksgiving, knowing that all I am 

and all that I have is a gift from you.  In faith and love, help me to 
do your will.  I am listening, Lord God. Speak your words into the 
depth of my soul, that I may hear you clearly.  I offer to you this 
day all the facets of my life, whether it be at home, at work, or at 
school—to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy.  
Give me the wisdom and insight to understand your will for me 
and the fervor to fulfill my good intentions.  I offer my gifts of time, 
talent and possessions to you as a true act of faith, to reflect my 
love for you and my neighbor.  Help me to reach out to others as 
you my God have reached out to me.



CGS Mission and Vision

● Our mission as a Roman Catholic community is to 
proclaim the teachings of Jesus Christ as declared in 
the scriptures and shown in the sacred tradition of 
the church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
know, love, and serve God and our neighbors.

● Vision: Build a community of love and hope by 
putting our faith into action. 
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Review

● As you undertake stewardship more and more as a way of 
your Christian life, do you foresee any difficulties, obstacles, 
etc.? 



Living As a Steward

• The bishops of the Church see human beings as collaborators with God 
in the work of Creation, redemption, and sanctification; and such 
collaboration involves stewardship in its most profound sense. 



Collaborating with God in Creation

a.Encyclical Letter of Pope Francis: Laudato Si. 

b. Importance of understanding the dignity of human 
work/labor

c. Importance of understanding importance of the 
collaboration with God in the gift of life itself.

d.We become Christian stewards through discipleship 
and by virtue of our Baptism. 



Cooperation with Redemption

• Cooperation with Redemption

• Interior disposition – conversion of the heart

• Exterior disposition – acts of penance: prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving for the sake of the Kingdom of God. 

• Importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation

• For our own personal spiritual growth and accountability. 



Chapter IV -Stewards of the Church

 The New Covenant

• Ephesians 4:1-6; “...live in a manner worthy of the call you have 
received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another through love, striving to preserve the unity of 
the spirit through the bond of peace: one body and one Spirit, as 
you were also called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all.” 



Stewards of the Church

1. Through the New Covenant in Jesus Christ we are all 
Stewards of the Church

a. “Because its individual members do collectively make up 
the Body of Christ, that body’s health and well-being are 
the responsibility of the members – the personal 
responsibility of each one of us. We all are stewards of 
the Church.” (pg. 31)



Stewards of the Church

• I Corinthians 12:7 – As “to each individual the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for some benefits.” 

• Each person is given gifts/talents/abilities

• To use for themselves AND for the good of the community



Tithing - Old Testament

Genesis 1:27 – 31

• God created humanity in His very image. “’Fill the earth and 
subdue it it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea...’ 

• When these Hebrew words are compared with the same 
expressions used elsewhere to refer to the kingship of David 
and that of Solomon (2 Samuel 8:11; 1 Kings 4:24)

• There are good reasons to conclude that Adam is being 
established as the first visible king over creation, who acts as 
representative o the invisible divine King (cf. Psalm 8).

• Adam is the fist “steward” of God’s creation. 



Tithing - Old Testament

• Genesis 2

• Emphasizes God’s closeness to humanity

• Gn 2:15, “The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the 
garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for it...” 

• The man is the gardener/steward of the garden. 

• Importance/dignity of work



Tithing - Old Testament

• Deuteronomy 16:10,16-17 

• “No one shall appear before the Lord empty-handed, but each of you 
with as much as he can give, in proportion to the blessings which the 
Lord, God has bestowed on you.”



Tithing - New Testament

• I Corinthians 14:12

• Those who set their hearts upon spiritual gifts must “seek to have 
an abundance for building up the church.” 



How is the Church Built Up?

• “Through personal participation in and support of the Church’s mission 
of proclaiming and teaching, serving and sanctifying” (pg. 31). 

• “Participation takes different forms according to people’s different gifts 
and offices, but there is a fundamental obligation arising from the 
sacrament of Baptism (cf. Pope John Paul II, Christifideles Laici, no. 15): 
that people place their gifts, their resources – their selves – at God’s 
service in and through the Church. Here also Jesus is the model” (pg. 
31-32). 



The Work of Evangelization

• Proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 

a. Catechesis

b. Formation in the faith

c. Participation in the Church

- Ministry to/with the People of God



Parents

• Teach their children the truths of the faith and pray with them. 

• Share Christian values

• Model for and initiate them into the understanding of being stewards of the 
Lord

• Consequence of stewardship in the domestic Church

• “This may require adjusting the family’s own patterns of consumption 
and its lifestyle, including the use of television and other media which 
sometimes preach values in conflict with the mind of Christ.



Parishes

● Sound business practices

• Proper financial stewardship

• Proper management skills and oversight

• Ethical behavior/practices

• Assist parents in the formation/catechesis of their children

• Assist adults in their continues formation/catechesis 



Diocese

a. Every parish is a small part of the “Local Church” or 
Diocese.

b. “The same spirit of personal responsibility in which a 
Catholic approaches his or her parish should extend to 
the diocese and be expressed in essentially the same 
ways: generous material support and self-giving. As in 
the case of the parish, too, lay Catholics ought to have 
an active role in the oversight of the stewardship of 
pastoral leaders and administrators at the diocesan level” 
(pg. 33). 



Evangelization & Stewardship

• Every member of the Church is called to evangelize, and the 
practice of authentic Christian stewardship inevitably leads to 
evangelization. 

• “As stewards of the mysteries of God (cf. I Cor 4:1, ‘Thus 
should one regard us: as stewards of Christ and stewards of 
the mysteries of God.’) people desire to te“ll others about 
them and about the light shed on human life, to share the 
gifts and graces they have received from God, especially 
knowledge of Christ Jesus, ‘who became for us wisdom from 
God, as well as righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption’” (I Cor 1:30). (pg. 33)



Evangelization & Stewardship

• Pope Paul VI, Human beings “have the right to know the 
riches of the mystery of Christ... (Evangelii Nuntiandi, no. 53). 



Solidarity and Stewardship

• John 15:5 – “Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.” 

• Jesus is the head of the body – the Church (cf. Colossians 1:15-20)
• He [Jesus] is the image* of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

For in him* were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and 
the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all 
things were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he himself might 
be preeminent. For in him all the fullness* was pleased to dwell, and 
through him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his 
cross*[through him], whether those on earth or those in heaven. 



Solidarity & Stewardship

“While the unity arising from the covenant assumes and requires 
human solidarity, it also goes beyond it, producing spiritual fruit insofar 
as it is founded on union with the Lord.” (pg. 33)

• With Jesus as the head and model

• Through discipleship, we must be about proclaiming the Kingdom 
of Heaven here and now in our time and in our place. 

• That takes many different forms depending on the person, their 
particular vocation in life, their family, their work, etc. 



Obstacles to Solidarity

• Selfish/sin

• Absence of charity/love – “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates 
his brother, he is a liar” (I John 4:20)

• Disparity in the world – wealth, power

• Lack of communion – co-union

• Understanding/misunderstanding of “productivity”



Obstacles to Solidarity (cont’d)

• “Thus productivity ‘cannot be measured solely by its output of 
goods and services.’ Rather, ‘patterns of productivity must... be 
measured in light of their impact on the fulfillment of basic 
needs, employment levels, patterns of discrimination, 
environmental impact, and sense of community’” (Economic 
Justice for All, USCCB, # 71). (pg. 34)



Obstacles to Solidarity cont’d

• Religious Conflicts

• Within Christianity

• Between Christians and people of other religions



Eucharistic Stewardship

• Eucharist is the great sign and agent of unity.

• I Corinthians 10:17 - Because the loaf of bread is one, we, 
though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

• “In the Eucharist, Christians reaffirm their participation in the 
New Covenant; they give thanks to God for blessings received; 
and they strengthen their bonds of commitment to one another 
as members of the covenant community.”  (pg. 34)



What do Christians bring to the Eucharistic Celebration?

• Their lives as Christian disciples

• Their personal vocations

• Their stewardship they have exercised

• Their individual contributions to the Kingdom of God

• Their thanks and gratitude to God



Eucharistic Stewardship

• “The Eucharist is the sign and agent of that heavenly communion in 
which we shall together share, enjoying the fruits of stewardship 
freed of stain, burnished and transfigured. It is not only the promise 
but the commencement of the heavenly banquet where human lives 
are perfectly fulfilled. (pg. 34)

• John 6:51 - “Whoever eat”s this bread will live forever; and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.



Eucharistic Stewardship

“The glory and the boast of Christian stewards lie in mirroring, 
however, poorly, the stewardship of Jesus Christ, who gave and still 
gives all he has and is, in order to be faithful to God’s will and carry 
through to completion his redemptive stewardship of human beings 
and their world.” (pg. 34)



For Reflection



Mark 5: 5-8

Still he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” 
“Seven,” they replied. He ordered the crowd to sit down on 
the ground. Then, taking the seven loaves he gave thanks, 
broke them, and gave them to his disciples to distribute, and 
they distributed them to the crowd. They also had a few fish. 
He said the blessing over them and ordered them distributed 
also. They ate and were satisfied. They picked up the 
fragments left over—seven baskets.



1 Corinthians 3:10-13

According to the grace of God given to me, like a wise 
master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building 
upon it. But each one must be careful how he builds upon it, 
for no one can lay a foundation other than the one that is 
there, namely, Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or 
straw, the work of each will come to light, for the Day will 
disclose it. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire [itself] will 
test the quality of each one’s work.



Homework

1. What are the implications of God’s calling us into a love 
relationship (covenant) and of being a people uniquely his 
own? What does this say about dignity, equality, unity?



Closing Prayer

Loving Father, we ask You to bless our efforts to build a community 
pleasing to You, as we worship with humble and contrite hearts. Help us as 
Our Journey Continues in Building a Faith-Filled Future for our community. We 
are called together by the power of the Holy Spirit, therefore, we rely on your 
constant guidance and help. Grant us wisdom to know your will, so we may 
respond with generous hearts. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 




